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not required to be appropriated or otherwise 
made available by a provision of law is here-
by reduced by 6.3 percent. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to 
the order of the House of today, the 
gentleman from Ohio (Mr. JORDAN) and 
a Member opposed each will control 20 
minutes. 

Mr. OLVER. Mr. Chairman, we had 
asked unanimous consent earlier and 
were given unanimous consent that 
these amendments would be read. I 
didn’t hear the amendment read. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. Without ob-
jection, the Clerk will report the 
amendment. 

There was no objection. 
The Acting CHAIRMAN. The Chair 

recognizes the gentleman from Ohio. 
Mr. JORDAN of Ohio. I thank the 

chairman. 
The amendment before you would re-

duce the appropriations in the bill by 
$3.2 billion, as was just read by the 
Clerk. 

Even though the majority party will 
call this a ‘‘cut in spending,’’ this is 
not a cut. This is simply returning the 
level of spending in this appropriations 
bill to last year’s level. It is level fund-
ing, spending the same dollar amount 
we spent last year. Again, as I have ar-
ticulated on this floor several times in 
the appropriations process on other 
pieces of legislation, it is exactly what 
all kinds of families across this coun-
try have to do. 

Mr. Chairman, I want to commend 
the work of the committee. I don’t 
bring this amendment because I don’t 
appreciate the work that the com-
mittee does; I bring it because our 
country and our government do face a 
real financial challenge in the future. 
If we don’t begin to get a handle on the 
spending that this Congress does and 
that our government does, we are going 
to have real problems. 

The best way to begin to start that, 
when you think about the challenges 
and problems that loom in front of us, 
with entitlements, with Social Secu-
rity, with Medicaid, with Medicare, the 
way to start that process, to get a han-
dle on the fiscal crisis that is looming, 
is to start right here and say, you 
know what? It is probably not too 
much to ask for the Congress and for 
the Government of the United States 
to spend the same amount that they 
spent last year. That is why I bring 
this amendment forward. 

I would also point out this: Inevi-
tably, when you continue to increase 
spending and increase spending and in-
crease spending, it always leads to 
greater taxes. People talk all the time 
about tax-and-spend politicians. In 
truth it is just the opposite. It is spend 
and tax. Spending drives the equation, 
and that is why we have to focus on 
spending if we don’t want to raise taxes 
on the American people, which we sure-
ly don’t want to do. 

Yet the other party is talking about 
doing exactly that. All you have to do 
is look at recent press clippings where 
they talked about raising the tobacco 

tax to deal with the SCHIP program. 
They have talked about raising taxes 
on the top marginal bracket to begin 
to address the AMT. Both are bad ideas 
for families, bad ideas for our economy, 
and not the direction we want to pro-
ceed. 

Again, I bring this amendment for-
ward because I think it is something 
that we have to begin to focus on as we 
look at the financial situation that is 
just around the corner for this country. 
All kinds of families, all kinds of tax-
payers, all kinds of business owners 
have to live on last year’s spending. It 
is not too much to ask our government 
to do the same. It is not to much to ask 
that our government do exactly what 
families all across this country have to 
do. 

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Chairman, I claim 
the time in opposition. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The gen-
tleman from New York is recognized 
for 20 minutes. 

Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Chairman, I yield 3 
minutes to the gentleman from Massa-
chusetts (Mr. OLVER), the distinguished 
chairman of the subcommittee. 

Mr. OLVER. Mr. Chairman, the gen-
tleman’s amendment is an amendment 
that reduces the overall funding in this 
legislation by $3.2 billion, which is the 
amount of the budget as passed for the 
2007 fiscal year by way of the con-
tinuing resolution that was passed 
back in February. In this process we 
have had a large number of holes in the 
legislation that had been presented to 
us by the President for this year, and 
in his budget was $2.8 billion under the 
bill that we had presented here this 
evening. 

In the process there are several items 
which are very similar and some which 
are quite different in reaching where 
we are in this legislation. In particular, 
the section 8 funding under HUD, we 
felt that we had to increase the funding 
for section 8, both for the Tenant- 
Based Housing Assistance program and 
for the Project-Based Housing Assist-
ance program, by a substantial sum of 
money. That is done specifically be-
cause there was a change in the CR of 
the authorizations there for funding 
vouchers, and in order to make certain 
that every person had their vouchers 
and no one was going to lose rental as-
sistance, it was necessary then to add 
about $1 billion into tenant-based and 
project-based assistance in order to 
meet that and fill that need. That is 
one of the items. 

We had also to very substantially in-
crease the programs in transportation 
in order to reach the guarantees nec-
essary for meeting SAFETEA-LU, 
which, of course, the President doesn’t 
really care about. 

So those items, which I think every-
body in this Congress agrees with, have 
had to be increased and require that we 
not reduce the funding under the legis-
lation to the level that has been sug-
gested. 

Mr. JORDAN of Ohio. Mr. Chairman, 
I am pleased to yield 3 minutes to the 
gentleman from Florida (Mr. PUTNAM), 
the Republican Conference Chair. 

Mr. PUTNAM. I thank my friend for 
yielding the time. 

Mr. Chairman, let’s take a little sta-
tus report here. This is the eighth ap-
propriations bill that has moved across 
this floor, which is commendable, since 
none have moved across the Senate 
floor. But it is easier to move legisla-
tion when there is no bottom line, 
when there are no constraints, when 
you can just put any amount of money 
into the spending bills. This bill marks 
the eighth step in the progression to-
wards a $1 trillion fiscal train wreck 
that is coming this fall because of the 
inability of the Democratic Congress to 
adhere to fiscal restraint. 

There is a $23 billion difference be-
tween what the Democratic Congress 
would fund and where the President’s 
request is, something that has been 
dismissed in their letter to the Presi-
dent as ‘‘a mere 1 percent.’’ Well, only 
in the fantasy land of Washington is 
$23 billion pocket change. 

b 1845 
It is vitally important that we re-

store fiscal accountability to Wash-
ington, and it begins with amendments 
like this one offered by my friend from 
Ohio that says let’s just hold what we 
had last year. This bill proposes to 
spend almost 7 percent more than last 
year and almost 6 percent above what 
the President requested. 

But what’s the difference between 
that 1 percent? You say it is 7 and 6 
percent. That is the difference between 
$2.8 billion and $3.2 billion. The dif-
ference between what this Congress 
would spend and what the President 
would spend is larger than most States’ 
budgets that meet all of the needs of 
that State. This is the first step in this 
bill’s process towards restoring the 
kind of commonsense fiscal account-
ability that Americans are starving 
for. 

And when we get down into the weeds 
of these numbers, people just cloud up 
because it is so hard to comprehend 
that a mere 1 percent translates into 
tens of billions of dollars. But mark my 
words, ladies and gentlemen, the fiscal 
train wreck is coming this fall because 
of the inability of this Democratic-led 
House to restrain itself from spending 
billions more than are necessary to 
meet the needs of this government. 

And what that will mean undoubt-
edly as part of their budget blueprint is 
higher taxes, taxes that will cripple 
our economy, taxes that will undo the 
record low unemployment rate, undo a 
14,000 point Dow, undo record home-
ownership. 

Mark my words, a trillion-dollar 
train wreck is coming if you don’t 
adopt amendments like these. 

Mr. JORDAN of Ohio. Mr. Chairman, 
I yield 2 minutes to the gentleman 
from Tennessee (Mr. DAVID DAVIS). 

Mr. DAVID DAVIS of Tennessee. Mr. 
Chairman, I would like to thank my 
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